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Welcome!
Reminders
• Please type your questions into the
question box
– We cannot respond to raised hands

• We can't answer:

Gilbert, Higley, Queen Creek – Highland HS POD

– Individual medical conditions/concerns about
the vaccine
– Questions about education funding, legal issues

COVID-19 in Arizona and US
ARIZONA
•837,987 cases
•16,874 deaths
Data updated 3/25/21

National Data from CDC
• 29,769,325 Total Cases
• 541,289 Total Deaths
3/26/2021
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COVID-19 in Maricopa County
• 522,137 cases in Maricopa County
• 9,603 (2%) deaths
• 23 schools in open outbreak status
– 248 schools where outbreaks have
resolved

Data updated 3/24/21

3/26/2021
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Lab Testing Data – Maricopa County

3/26/2021

Data updated 3/25/21
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COVID-19 Variants
•

“Variant of Interest” possible attributes include:
– Specific genetic markers that are predicted to affect transmission, diagnostics, therapeutics, or immune escape
– Evidence that demonstrates it is the cause of an increased proportion of cases or unique outbreak clusters
– Limited prevalence or expansion in the US or in other countries
• Examples: New York strain

•

“Variant of Concern” possible attributes include:
– Evidence of impact on diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines
• Widespread interference with diagnostic test targets
• Evidence of substantially increased resistance to one or more class of therapies
• Evidence of significant decreased neutralization by antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination
• Evidence of reduced vaccine-induced protection from severe disease
– Evidence of increased transmissibility
– Evidence of increased disease severity
• Examples: B.1.1.7 (UK), P.1 (Brazil), B.1.351 (South Africa)

•

“Variant of High Consequence” possible attributes include:
– Impact on Medical Countermeasures (MCM)
• Demonstrated failure of diagnostics
• Evidence to suggest a significant reduction in vaccine effectiveness, a disproportionately high number of vaccine breakthrough cases, or very low vaccineinduced protection against severe disease
• Significantly reduced susceptibility to multiple Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) or approved therapeutics
• More severe clinical disease and increased hospitalizations
– Examples: none at this time

3/26/2021
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COVID-19 Variants of Concern in the United
States

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
/2019-ncov/casesupdates/variantsurveillance/variant-info.html

3/26/2021
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COVID-19 Variants of Concern in the United
States
• UK variant: B.1.1.7
• South African variant: B.1.351
• Brazilian variant: P.1

Updated 3/21/21

3/26/2021

Emerging Variant Cases in Arizona

Updated 3/22/21
3/26/2021
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COVID-19 Variants – Key Points
• Not all positive COVID-19 samples are being tested to see if
they are variants
• Quarantine, isolation, and contact tracing guidance remains
the same – does not change for variant strains

– If Public Health is concerned about an outbreak situation involving a
variant, we will discuss the situation with the school/district
leadership and make additional recommendations at that time

• A person who has a variant strain is not notified of that status
– genomic sequencing is not a CLIA test
3/26/2021
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Updated: CDC Guidance
• Summary of Recent Changes (March 19, 2021)

– Revised physical distancing recommendations to reflect at least 3 feet
between students in classrooms and provide clearer guidance when a
greater distance (such as 6 feet) is recommended.
– Clarified that ventilation is a component of strategies to clean and
maintain healthy facilities.
– Removed recommendation for physical barriers.
– Clarified the role of community transmission levels in decisionmaking.
– Added guidance on interventions when clusters occur.

3/26/2021
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Updated Physical Distancing Guidance
• Between students in classrooms
– In elementary schools, students should be at least 3 feet apart.
– In middle schools and high schools, students should be at least 3 feet apart in areas of low,
moderate, or substantial community transmission. In areas of high community transmission,
middle and high school students should be 6 feet apart if cohorting is not possible.
• Maintain 6 feet of distance in the following settings:
– Between adults (teachers and staff), and between adults and students, at all times in the
school building. Several studies have found that transmission between staff is more common
than transmission between students and staff, and among students, in schools.
– When masks cannot be worn, such as when eating.
– During activities when increased exhalation occurs, such as singing, shouting, band, or sports
and exercise. Move these activities outdoors or to large, well-ventilated space, when possible.
– In common areas such as school lobbies and auditoriums.
3/26/2021
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No change CDC Guidance
• Key Points
– Evidence suggests that many K-12 schools that have strictly implemented prevention
strategies have been able to safely open for in-person instruction and remain open.
– CDC’s K-12 operational strategy presents a pathway for schools to provide in-person
instruction safely through consistent use of prevention strategies, including universal
and correct use of masks and physical distancing.
– All schools should implement and layer prevention strategies and should prioritize
universal and correct use of masks and physical distancing.
– Testing to identify individuals with SARS-CoV-2 infection and vaccination for teachers
and staff provide additional layers of COVID-19 protection in schools.

3/26/2021
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No change CDC Guidance on Masks
Masks should be worn:
• By people 2 years of age and older
• Any time you are in a public setting
• Any time you are traveling on a plane, bus, train, or other form of public transportation
traveling into, within, or out of the United States and in U.S. transportation hubs such as
airports and stations
• When you are around people who do not live with you, including inside your home or
inside someone else’s home
• Inside your home if someone you live with is sick with symptoms of COVID-19 or has
tested positive for COVID-19

3/26/2021
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Back to school questions
• Are schools required to admit distance learners into the inperson classrooms?
– Please refer to ADE guidance - https://www.azed.gov/covid19/attestation-compliance-eo-2021-4-open-person-learning

• Expectations for 2021-2022 school year
• Playground equipment – is it safe to use?

3/26/2021
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Reminder! CDC/MCDPH Guidance for
Vaccinated People
Who is fully vaccinated?
•

A person is fully vaccinated if at least 2 weeks have passed after completing
a COVID-19 vaccine series.

If you’ve been fully vaccinated:
•
•

•

You can visit with other fully vaccinated people indoors in non-healthcare
settings without wearing masks or practicing physical distancing.
You can visit with unvaccinated people from one other household (for
example, visiting with relatives who all live together) in a non-healthcare
indoor setting, without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they
live with has an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do NOT need to
quarantine or get tested unless you have symptoms.
– However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or
group home) and are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still
quarantine at home and get tested, even if you don’t have symptoms.

3/26/2021
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Reminder! CDC Guidance for Vaccinated
Persons
People who are fully vaccinated should continue to:
• Wear a well-fitting mask, physically distance, adhere to other prevention measures
when:
–
–
–
–

In public.
Around unvaccinated people from more than one household.
Visiting with unvaccinated people who are at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.
Visiting with unvaccinated people who have an unvaccinated household member who is at
increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.

• Avoid medium- or large-sized in-person gatherings.
• Get tested for COVID-19 if they have any symptoms consistent with COVID-19.
• Follow all guidance issued by their employer, including any employer-based mask
requirements.
• Follow CDC and health department travel requirements and recommendations.

3/26/2021
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FAQs
How to address cough, sneezing, or congestion that could be COVID-19 or seasonal allergies?
•

If any staff or student develops any symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or any respiratory symptom that is not known to be a part of
a chronic condition (i.e., asthma, seasonal allergies), they should:
–
–

Be separated from other staff/ students and excluded from the facility as soon as a possible;
Remain excluded from the facility until they have completed the isolation period outlined in the MCDPH Home Isolation Guidance

How is a school outbreak determined?
•

For schools, a COVID-19 outbreak is defined as 2 or more laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 among staff of students within a 14-day period

•

Schools can help with early identification of outbreaks by utilizing the online school report form to report:

–

The cases should have commonalities within the school and should not have commonalities outside of the school

–
–
–

Single or multiple cases of COVID-19 in students, teachers and staff
Identified close contacts
A suspected outbreak for review by MCDPH

What happens if an outbreak is determined at my facility?
•

•

If an outbreak is determined at your facility, MCDPH will contact you to provide notification of outbreak status & review
additional recommendations including:
–
–

Requests the facility send a notification to everyone at the school to notify them about the outbreak and provide steps that they are taking to prevent the spread of COVID-19
MCDPH provides a templated letter & resources for school use

Specialized School Health Team available to review specific scenarios with you by phone

3/26/2021
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MARICOPA COUNTY COVID-19 VACCINE DATA
https://www.maricopa.gov/5671/Public-Vaccine-Data
Key takeaways from this week’s data (as of 3/17/2021)
• Over 925,000 Maricopa County residents have been vaccinated with at least one dose of COVID-19
vaccine. That is over 21% of all Maricopa County residents and over 26% of all adult Maricopa County
residents (15+ years).
• In the last week, Maricopa County residents have received an average of almost 30,000 doses of
vaccine per day — that is 5,000 more doses of vaccine per day than last week.
• Almost 40% of all vaccine doses given have been those that completed the vaccine series for a
Maricopa County resident (i.e., the 1st dose of a 1-dose series or the 2nd dose of a 2-dose series).
• Almost 70% of those vaccinated in Maricopa County are 55 years or older.
• For the age groups of 55 years and older:
– 72% of those 75+ have received at least one dose of vaccine.
– 65% of those 65-74 have received at least one dose of vaccine.
– 35% of those 55-64 have received at least one dose of vaccine — that is 10% more than last week.

Maricopa County Vaccine Map

https://www.maricopa.gov/5659/COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations

Maricopa County Vaccine Map
• Many Frontline Essential Worker and small community
vaccination pop-up events opening every day!
• If you have friends and family who are frontline
essential workers, have them talk to their employer to
get a private link to an event (similar to school PODs)
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Food and Agriculture
Grocery Store workers
Small Food Market workers
Carneceria workers
US Postal Service workers
Public Transit workers
State and local government workers
Funeral home workers
Restaurant workers
Utility workers

The BEST vaccine is the vaccine you can get!

K-12 Staff and Childcare 2nd Dose Events!
Return to the same POD you received your 1st dose for your 2nd dose
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maryvale HS
Central HS
Cesar Chavez HS
Carl Hayden HS
Tolleson Union HS
Wickenburg
Perry HS
Hamilton HS
Youngker HS
Barry Goldwater HS
Boulder Creek HS
Tonopah Valley HS
Scottsdale
Paradise Valley
Cave Creek
Fountain Hills

•
•
•
•

Gila Bend
Independence HS
Moon Valley HS
Highland HS

•
•
•

Liberty HS (Peoria)
Dysart USD
Corona del Sol HS
Missed your School POD?

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6167214/Closed
-School-POD-Waiting-List-Survey

Received your 1st dose at a 2nd dose event?
• Look for a “2nd dose” email from the provider at your event (Albertson’s, Fry’s, etc.)

– Check both your personal and work email addresses
– Check your “junk” mail and “promotions” mail boxes
– If you don’t see an email for this week’s event, arrive at the same location as your 1st dose after 2pm

• You can go to this week’s school vaccination PODs for your 2nd dose if you received your
1st dose 28 days before this week’s event
– Corona del Sol High School (26 & 27 March)
– Liberty High School (27 & 28 March)
– Dysart USD Support Services Facility (27 March)

• School POD 2nd Dose Catch-Up Event
–
–
–
–

Thursday, 1 April, 2pm-7pm
Camelback High School (4612 N 48th St, Phoenix)
Registration link available soon
28-day period between 1st and 2nd dose still applies

K-12 Staff and Childcare – not yet immunized?
• First doses will not be given at this weekend's school POD 2nd
dose events
• After this week, staff still wishing to be vaccinated must join
'the line' with front-line essential workers
• Certain pharmacies have vaccine for K-12 and childcare staff

– Appointments are limited by vaccine supply
– Pharmacies are serving prioritized essential workers and age-eligible
people (55+)
– Be patient, and keep searching for appointments

School PPE, Cloth mask & Disinfectant Request
• To request Hand Sanitizer, Cleaning Supplies or PPE, fill out a request:
• https://www.maricopa.gov/5585/Request-Resources#school
Please consolidate
requests with your
District or
Organization
Oxivir
(Hydrogen Peroxide)
ready to use

Adult size

Pediatric size

Virex II
(Quat Ammonium)
1:256 dilution

Hearing and vision screening
• ADHS Sensory Screening Program
• https://www.azdhs.gov/prevention/womens-childrenshealth/ocshcn/index.php#hearing-screening

Community Resources
• Physicians available!
– The Arizona Partnership for Immunization has identified a number of
physicians, many bi- or multi-lingual, available to talk about COVID-19
vaccine
– Email SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov if your school or district is
interested

Check for updates and FAQs!
https://www.maricopa.gov/5493/K-12-Schools-and-Childcare-Facilities

•Email us:
•COVID19Vaccine@maricopa.gov
•SchoolHealth@maricopa.gov
•Website https://www.maricopa.gov/5460/Coronavirus-Disease-2019
3/26/2021
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